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is a railway museum in the outskirtsgreater.os Angelesn the southern edge of

the San Fernando Vallayhere | grew upTravel Townopened when | was four years
old, and features attractions dedicated to railroading in southern California, gpoundine years
1880into the time of the Great Depression. Its displays include several old fashioned
locomotives cabooses, and box cars of various kinds.
found it a place of wonder. For a time | was fascinatec
with electric trains (HGcalewas my preferred size),
and the sound o fuietarkof nigit n :
could lift me into another world. .

When | was a small boy, my grandfather tooktman attraction called Travel Towt.

Sixty-five years later, The Railroad Series would renew the
heady excitement | knew as a child when | played vaigh t
trains or visited Tavel Town and could stand where a train
engineer had st oodThemwwasgen
something fascinating in the breathless rush, the supe .4
. . S
power and steadiness of the crack machine, so easy &&=
control that she was a marvel of mechanical gesnas {g
perfecti on.Ralph(ootheeQudrland o nfg {&*
Expres$

As | grew older, my interests changed. Fascination wi
railroading faded, but never disappeared altogether. S
when | learned about The Railroad Series, | was intrigtieslan old serieghe oldest | have

collected; he first volume was published in 1906he series was brougtd my attention by a

friend and fellow collectarMark Gibbons, whom | have praisadd thankedh several previous

articles for introducing me to one fine serié®manother. As he has done many times, he sent

me a sample volume; it sat on my shelves untouched for a couple of years, but almost daily | saw
it and wondered what its story was. One day Mark sent me several more volumes; | glanced over
them and was hoked

Edward Stratemeyer founded the Stratemeyer Syndicate in h98&ue #38 of The Review,
published in July 2005, my article on the Wynn
seriesl think it beyond doubt that The Railroad Ssriwas the first the Syndicate produced, i.e.
with Stratemeyer writing outlines for stories and contracting with a ghostwriter to create the text,

who was paid a single fee and received no roy

chosen for the authaf The Railroad Series. The ghostwriter of the first five books in The



Railroad Series was Weldon James Cghlty 3, 1849 July 1, 1922); halso wrote several
dozen thriller novels under his own name.

Although te official name of thisfferingi s efi TRnai | r oad Serieso, 1t mi
Ralph of the Railroad. Its star is Ralph Fairbanks, a most admirable, upstanding chap who, in the
course of the books, hagieeatnumber of exciting adventurdights a number of despicable

foes and proveso be a friend of the outcast, downtrodden, and unfortuibteauthor had

gift for creating names faome othis characters that suggest the moral stature of each. The

name AFai r b adicateshat its passessay is the right kind of persee are also

introduced to a man with the last name Slump, and another whose first faaspé (often

spelledGaspe). One fellow whosenitial behaviors are not consistent and whose motives are

unclear is named Fogghe names are not quitaricatures nor are theégte, buttheyleave no

doubt about the kind of person youb6re dealing

The Era of the Railroad

The teaser othe inside front flap describéesh e seri es very well : Al n tl
revealed the whole workings of the great railroad system. There are adventures in aldundance
railroad wrecks, dashes through forest fires,

disappearance of ayp car with a large sum of money on bdatulit there is much more than

thisd the intense rivalry among railroads and railroad men, the working out of running
schedules, the getting through 6on timed in s
securities by evil men who wish to rule or ru

| remember the 1950s so it is easy for me to imagine the world that Ken Holt and Rick Brant
moved in. But the first decade of the 1900s is a little harder for me to click with; it is history and
not memay.

| wim s : ' etting into
i R%‘EEH R ALP"‘# iﬂ ﬂ)e! i(t-;r(;gu?r_est
SV SWITCH TOWER. S

R e

different
PMAN 4 from
r { thinking,
i "Oh yeah, I
| remember
that. o But
this series
i brings the
| reader into
1| its time with
, the feel that
i its world is
! just over the
fence. These
books are far
better than
the
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contemporary original Tomvifts. The stories are set in the age before rad@mmunication
between distant points, when it can be done at all, is by telegraplegram Often it is

achieved only by someone who leaps onto a train and speeds from one destination to another.
Carsarerarelymentioned in the series; most tratht is not by trairs by horse and wagon.

More than once, characgsimply have to walk, sometimes for miles, to get from one place to
another.

Although the internal illustrations are unique to each sty ®veris identical for all ten
books.It shows an olegashioned locomotive with coal car just behind, pullbmgcars on a
mountainous route.

The Books
There are ten books in this didne but worthy series€cach is about Zpages long, and
sometinesaslongag80L et 6 s take a brief | ook at each of

Ralph of the Roundhouse (1906)

In the first book we medhe aforementioneRalph, the

only son of a recently widowed mother. They live in a

town called Stanley Junction, noted for its railroad
endeavorslust coming out of high scho®alph is

eager to work on the railroas his late father had dgne

and intends to start at thettom and work up. He is

squeakily clean, honest, couragearsjhumble and

with all those virtues, he presents as a very attractive
youngman He and his mother live in a small,

mortgaged home and are obliged to make payments to
GasparFarrington. Faington is describeds among

ot her thingasnd aa fifghwpign eatleé st 0
clearly a miserly, dishonest grubber of money no matter
how made. Ral phés fyat her | eft
penniless, much to their surprise since they had the
impression thahe had some good investments$iioh

now appear to be missing

A strange boy rides the rails from a nearby settlement

: with an envelope addressed to
epe 00 ol el o rendered unreadable through a soaking, and the boy

suffersa head injuryandcarot t al k. Ral phoés

takes him into the house to care for him. Ralph acts heroically in a couple of instances in the
course of working on the trains, which earns him the respect of railroad perstismetmesis is
another young fellow in the hire dfe railroad named Ike Slump. In the course of this book,
Ralph works on three different mysteries. It is a well writegpealingnitial offering of The
Railroad SeriesAt the conclusion of the story, Ralph has earnedtiee and theespect of the
authorities of the Great Northern, and is promoted.




Ralph in the Switch Tower (1907)

Onthefirstpage f t hi s story, Ral phds newa nemesi s, Mo
Ameddl esome, ma And beisptaosVithraequpleoobogher eepulsivédaracters,

he appears ineveral incidents of this volume, eachanattempt r ui n Ral phds repu
compromisehis effectiveness as a railroad worker, and elegaterhis life. Through a series of

well-told adventures, Ralph moves through this se@mi fighting his enemies and acting

with heroic and courageous virtue to ensure that justice prevails for the victims of the powerful

who believe that their wealth and influence put them above the law.

The working of the switch tower is attractively dabed. The towermen are responsible for
receiving messages from dispatchers and rail coordinators, and pulling the switches that arrange

the rails in the switchyarss 0t hat i ncoming, departing, and 0nt
at the right timeDone properly, things go smoothly; miss one, though, and disastrous collisions

can occur. This is not a job that permits one
nightti me sabotage make Ralphdés job, um, inte

An interesting character ihis story is good old Stiggs, a former railraaen of about fifty who

was injured on the joand wagensioned off at $16 a month, and lives comfortably on that. That
woul d be about $500 0 atill shockirtgly little.lHe ahddid wife Bas mon ey
enough to live on, but he has to beg his tobathis is one of many windows into the life and

time of more than a century ago.

Ralph on the Engine (1909)

Adventures continue apace in this third entry of the
series in which Ralph has earned anotpeosmotion The
upright, courageous, humble, and effective Ralph deals
with thefts of railroad goods, a strike by part of the union
manipulated secretly by a hidden malefactor, a
kidnapping, a long lost shipment of diamonds, a drunkard
who puts a train in precarious position, and several
attacks by despicable enemies we have seen before. A
couple of impoverished and abused boys are set on good
paths, hard work is rewarded, and, in the end, justice is
servedNow, in this book and some of the others,
occaspnallyRal phdés courage verges into foolhardines
and his humility presents itself as an unconscious
messianic complex; | did not find this to be a fault, but
rather a trueo-life, and theréore believable,

phenomenon. Mostlyt added a welcome and impsese
depth to the challenges that Ralph faced.

One interesting character is Zeph Dalldsscribed

throughout the seriesThaas fAeccentrico or Aan o
are several series that include a foil of some kind to

provide a mixture of humor and assistarCeet Morton

and Chow Winkler come to mind. Zeph Dallas is most likely the first such character in a classic



